
Across the country, states and counties have added different versions of “stay-safe” or “stay-at-home” 

orders for their citizens. These stay-at-home orders are intended to prevent the spread of COVID-19. As 

said many times during this pandemic, these are unprecedented measures in our country’s history. Your 

church and ministry must determine how to most effectively minister to those in your care during this 

challenging time.

Understanding Executive Orders

Your church needs to be aware of any public health and state mandates that are in place as your 

church determines how to minister effectively. Depending on the state or county, these directives carry 

different penalties for non-compliance. Below we have shortcuts to each state’s executive order for 

more detailed information.

As a rule, the state orders include these four things:

1.	 all non-essential employees work from home or stay home

2.	 all restaurants and bar closed

3.	 all gatherings need to be limited to ten or fewer

4.	 all events suspended indefinitely.

Should our church continue to meet?

Each state has a different approach to implementation. However, compliance is generally recommended 

due to the nature of the public health crisis. If your church or ministry is trying to decide if you should or 

should not continue to meet, here are some criteria to consider:

1.	 Does my state have a stay-at-home order in place?

2.	 Is my county particularly affected at this time by COVID-19?

3.	 Am I potentially placing my congregation at risk by having them attend church?

4.	 Are there safer alternatives to meeting in groups at this time?

5.	 How can I serve our congregation most effectively?

Our Recommendations

The NCLL recommends churches provide a virtual service option (Livestream, Facebook Live, etc.) 

through the end of April. If your church wants to allow people to attend in person, please review state 

guidelines to ensure you are not placing your congregants at risk. If you choose to allow some church 

members to attend, ensure that you keep people spread out from each other to limit exposure between 

individuals You can review our recommendations for your facility here. Drive-in church is also an option 

in many states and counties. This allows your congregation to come to your church’s location without 

exposing others to the potential spread of the virus.

COVID-19
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https://www.ncll.org/news-alerts/how-to-prepare-your-church-for-the-current-public-health-crisis


As always, remember there is no one-size-fits-all solution. If you are still trying to determine how best to 

navigate this complicated time for your church or ministry, please contact our office, and one of our team 

members will gladly assist you in answering your questions. Contact our office by calling (888) 233-6255 

or emailing info@ncll.org.

Current State Orders Regarding Gatherings & Stay-at-Home:

•	 Stay-at-home order: Alabama | Alaska | Arizona | California | Colorado | Connecticut |

	 Delaware | District of Columbia | Florida | Georgia | Hawaii | Idaho | Illinois | Indiana |

	 Kansas | Kentucky* | Louisiana | Maine | Maryland | Massachusetts* | Michigan | Minnesota | 	

	 Mississippi | Missouri | Montana | Nebraska* | Nevada | New Hampshire | New Jersey |

	 New Mexico | New York | North Carolina | North Dakota* | Northern Mariana Islands* | Ohio | 

	 Oklahoma* | Oregon | Pennsylvania | Puerto Rico | Rhode Island | South Carolina |

	 South Dakota* | Tennessee | Texas | Utah* | Vermont | Virginia | Virgin Islands | Washington |

	 West Virginia | Wisconsin | Wyoming*

•	 10 or more: American Samoa* | Arkansas | Iowa 

Guam also has imposed mandatory limits on large gatherings.

*Massachusetts’ order is for the ages 70+, guidance for all others; Oklahoma’s orders are for vulnerable populations only

and includes a 10 person limit to mass gatherings for all others;  South Dakota’s order is for vulnerable individuals in 2

counties; 10 person limit to mass gatherings for all others; North Dakota has a recommendation; Kentucky, Nebraska,

Utah and Wyoming have issued stay at home guidance. Northern Mariana Islands have stay at home guidance with a 

mandatory 10 person limit on public gatherings. American Samoa has a 10 person limit on private family gatherings.

Updated each day 11:59 pm EST

Using Cloth Face Coverings in Public:

•	 Recommended: Alabama | Alaska | Arizona | Arkansas | California | Delaware |

	 Florida | Georgia | Idaho | Illinois | Indiana | Iowa | Kansas | Kentucky | Louisiana | Maine | 

	 Massachusetts | Michigan | Minnesota | Mississippi | Missouri | Montana | Nebraska | Nevada |

	 New Mexico | North Dakota | Northern Mariana Islands | Ohio | Oklahoma | Oregon |

	 South Carolina | South Dakota | Texas | Utah | Virgin Islands | Virginia | Washington |

	 West Virginia | Wisconsin | Wyoming

•	 Mandatory: Colorado* | Connecticut | District of Columbia* | Guam* | Hawaii* | Maryland* |

	 New Hampshire* | New Jersey* | New York* | North Carolina* | Pennsylvania* | Puerto Rico |

	 Rhode Island* | Vermont*

•	 Colorado: Essential business employees.

•	 District of Columbia: For employees and patrons in retail food sellers, hotels and taxis/rideshares.

•	 Guam: Essential business and government agency employees and patrons while on premises.

•	 Hawaii: Essential business employees and patrons while on premises

•	 New Jersey: Essential business employees and patrons while on premises and workers

	 and customers in public transit.

mailto:info%40ncll.org?subject=


•	 New Hampshire: Mandatory when entering a healthcare facility.

•	 New York: In all situations when social distancing is not possible; employers must provide
	 to essential workers when directly interacting with the public.

•	 North Carolina: Mandatory for employees in nursing homes.

•	 Pennsylvania: Essential business employees and patrons while on premises; employers
	 must provide to essential workers.

•	 Rhode Island: Essential business employees and patrons while on premises; employers
	 must provide to essential workers

•	 Vermont: Essential business employees.

State Statutes Concerning Isolation & Quarantine:

https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-quarantine-and-isolation-statutes.aspx

Current Legislative Responses to COVID-19 by State

https://www.ncsl.org/research/health/state-action-on-coronavirus-covid-19.aspx

Current States with Executive Orders (click on the link below for more information)

https://www.nga.org/coronavirus/#states

Emergency Declarations by State
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https://www.nga.org/coronavirus/#states
https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2020/03/state-of-emergency-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/COVID-19-Disaster-Packet.pdf
https://governor.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/executiveOrders/EO_20-03._.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/declaraton_0.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/03/04/governor-newsom-declares-state-of-emergency-to-help-state-prepare-for-broader-spread-of-covid-19/
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/news/gov-polis-provides-update-states-response-covid-19
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https://mayor.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mayormb/release_content/attachments/MO.DeclarationofPublicHealthEmergency03.11.20.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/State-of-Emergency_03122020.pdf
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https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/202003100818.pdf
https://gov.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/74/2020/03/covid-19-declaration.pdf
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https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-03-12-Proclamation.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200306_Executive-Order_2020-215.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/ExecutiveOrders/25-JBE-2020-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/executive-orders/no-591-declaration-of-a-state-of-emergency-to-respond-to-covid-19
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Proclamation-COVID-19.pdf
http://bit.ly/38X4T4d
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163-521341/u002d/u002d,00.html
https://mn.gov/governor/assets/EO%2020-01_tcm1055-422957.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/library/reference/orders/2020/eo2
https://twitter.com/tatereeves/status/1238892775552225281
http://governor.mt.gov/Portals/16/docs/2020EOs/EO-02-2020_COVID-19%20Emergency%20Declaration.pdf?ver=2020-03-13-103433-047
https://www.dropbox.com/s/64xel8oha2gw22h/2020%20State%20of%20Emergency%20-%20Coronavirus.pdf
https://www.8newsnow.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/59/2020/03/Declaration-of-Emergency-re-COVID.pdf
https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/orders-2020/documents/2020-04.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-102.pdf
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Executive-Order-2020-004.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/EO_202.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO116-SOE-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.governor.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/EO%202020-03.pdf
https://www.pncguam.com/coronavirus-prompts-cnmi-to-declare-an-emergency/
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/OHOOD/2020/03/09/file_attachments/1396418/Executive%202020-01D.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1913.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AcKOePvhmBpuNuaBQq7yZ37E2Sog4tUe/view
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/20200306-COVID19-Digital-Proclamation.pdf
https://caribbeanbusiness.com/puerto-rico-governor-declares-state-of-emergency-to-fight-covid-19-spread/
http://www.governor.ri.gov/documents/orders/Executive-Order-20-02.pdf
https://governor.sc.gov/news/2020-03/gov-henry-mcmaster-declare-state-emergency-order-lancaster-kershaw-county-schools
https://www.kfyrtv.com/content/news/Gov-Noem-declares-state-of-emergency-in-South-Dakota-568777161.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee14.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/DISASTER_covid19_disaster_proclamation_IMAGE_03-13-2020.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HQf7KjdTadeQCLWQ38Y6y_XRwVH4TOnE/view
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/EO%2001-20%20Declaration%20of%20State%20of%20Emergency%20in%20Response%20to%20COVID-19%20and%20National%20Guard%20Call-Out.pdf
https://stthomassource.com/content/2020/03/13/bryan-declares-state-of-emergency-cancels-stx-st-patricks-day-parade/
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/eo/EO-51-Declaration-of-a-State-of-Emergency-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/20-05%20Coronavirus%20%28final%29.pdf
https://governor.wv.gov/Documents/SKM_C45820030417010.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/03/12/file_attachments/1399035/EO072-DeclaringHealthEmergencyCOVID-19.pdf
https://trib.com/news/state-and-regional/health/governor-declares-state-of-emergency-in-wyoming/article_e1f8e089-0b84-574f-b1af-114f78d734c7.html

